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ty into the Republican column. .

Towns sprang up and the drum-}
mer walked the railroad from onej
town to the other with his grip when|
the trains did not run to suit. Even
as they do on Loup Creek where the
coal miners congregate. The towns
of Olive, Braucher, Burner, May,
Gertrude, Wildell, and Oxley occupi-
ed the sixteen miles of river and rall-
road which lies between Durbin and
the divide, where the Greenbrier
river heads, and Randolph county
begins. That is the part of the Cold
& Barren which lies in Pocahontas
county. That rich territory wrested



the divide, where the Greenbrier
river heads, and Randolph county
begins. That is the part of the Cold
& Barren which lies in Pocahontas

county. That rich territory wrested

from Randolph county by arbitra.tiop
in the eighties. We have a sover-

eignity over that neck' of woods, but
no treaty rights for the rich and ar-
rogant county of Randolph enraged
at the outcome of her contest with

ognize the Conven
of the Legislature

quiet title and possession just like

the Scottish chiefs used to have to do

after a change in the government.
This threw to Pocahontas a big
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tion to have an act
passed to insure




It is true that landed proprietors
holding under the Crown had to ree
ognize the Convention to have an ac!
of the Legislature passed to insuri
quiet title and possession just lik
the Scottish chiefs used to have to d
after a change in the government.

- This threw to Pocahontas a bij
boundary of spruce and hemlock for
est country so rich in timber as t
render it worthless for anything else

It was into this country, the town
mentioned above sprang up and floul
ished between the years 1903 an
1915, but they are gone now lik
Ninevah and Tyre.

We knew that the change had tal
en place. That no less than seve

postoflices had been allowed to laps
but we did not: realizve hawr cewand &1



mentioned above sprang up and flour-
ished between the years 1903 andj}!
1915, but they are gone now like]:«
Ninevah and Tyre.

We knew that the change had tak-}«
en place. That no less than seveny}
postoffices had been allowed to lapse,}!
but we did not realize how great the
change was until last week when we
traveled through that desolate coun-
try over the well kept Western Ma-
ryland railroad.

There once was a forest here that]
was fairly black with rich coloredj}
evergreen. Now it is a waste land.
It looks brown and a small tree known
as round wood is springing up. It is
all the difference between poverty
and wealth, between the big woods
and the brush.

The clear mountain streams flow



put we did not realize how great the}
change was until last week when wej}

traveled through that desolate coun-
try over the well kept Western Ma-

ryland railroad.
There once was a forest here that

was fairly black with rich colored
evergreen. Now it is a waste land.
It looks brown and a small tree known

as round wood is springing up. 1tis
all the difference between poverty
and wealth, between the big woods

and the brush.
The clear mountain streams flow

between beautiful green banks and
look like the sweet waters they are.
To a stranger there would be nothing
unusual in the country for barren
hills are the rule and not the excep-'
tion in most mountain regions, but




; the old timer knits his brows at the|t

- | purling brooks, and thinks of the big |«

: trees.
| It probably took a hundred thou-

Isand years to build up those forests. |
| The slow process of erosion and nat-
ural selection, decay, and enrichment
| went on. Then came a period of ten
| years in which men took off the lux-
Juriant tree growth, and perhaps in
another hundred thousand years an-
other crop will be ready. An ever-
green cutting does not repair itself
like that of the deciduous hardwood
lorests. When a spruce country is
cut over nothing but intensive tree
planting will restore it.
The wonder is that in all that
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cut over nothing but intensive tree

q | planting will restore it.
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The wonder is that in all that
great lapse of time, the present gen-
eration should have been the one to

have lived just at the harvest time
Some aeons ago said about the

year 99,999 B. C., the chances of any
particular persons being on duty on
earth between the years 1903-1915
A. D. would have looked like a
chance so slim as not to be worth
considering.

Just like the chance of any of the
elect seeing Moses in the hereafter.

| The departed man, the story runs,
{upon his arrival in Heaven expressed

a desire to see Moses. But Heaven

wWas S0 lu;: and so denseh populated
th at ¢thha » ot T
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tate, and Bath county living at Marlins Bot-[haa wond
ireenbrier tom, and through his labors he sur-|found it miet
»11 of Vir-

veyed out 41,000 acres at the head
waters of Greenbrier River and this

survey takes in most of that rich
country.

The surveyor of Bath county, one
William Poage treated it as belong-
ing to Bath county, but even in those
days Randolph laid claim to it as

- elrcum-
emselves
;, after a
material
about to
tness of
furnish

good titles,
treated to thy
spectable tit)
amuck,

We have |
that the wo
but cippus,

gions of the

it is shown that a Randolph surveyor
made a survey of 31,000 acres for
Richard Smyth about the same time,

which interfered, interlocked and
lapped on the 41,000 acres.
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ed that the 41,000 acres brought |ciallo p

the} $912.00 which was about the cost of

surveying and selling it. In view of]| Gern
the fees of latter day surveyors, we cha,llet:
can only wonder at this moderation. iortgz
On the titles based on this sale the | e so
land rose in value until it was worth| Ags
something like five million dollars in |is hea
one day and this for the timber'alone}. =
and is now that the timber has been| w,
cut held at something like five dol-
‘ars an acre, as good strong land suit-
able for grazing.
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The work of some surveyor on this| g+ we
Phillips tract in the old days develop-| most to the

ed an interesting example of the didoes | larg

that the magnetic needle cuts in the ate p' P _

course of time. This is called the
variation of the needle. In the froz-
en north there is a shifting magnetic
pole that moves east for a while and
then moves back and crosses the true
north line and wanders west, and ev-
ery little palpitating magnetic needle
hung on a pivot thousands of miles
away, follows it and points to it in a
truly idiotic way. What the pole is
or why it travels, no man can say but
woe to the surveyor who does not al-
low for the deflection of the needle
by the course of time. The further
he goes the wider the mark.

The western boundary of the old
Henry Phillips 41,000 acres is about
seven miles long. One surveyor, who
sought to establish the corners, start-
ed at the beginning corner and ran
by the same degree called for in the
papers.  He took no thought of time,
and If he had ever been instructed in
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he 1111.(1 left a long triangle, wha:
might call a three cornered triany
All these years the faithful com-
pass had been ‘'where thou goest I
will go,”” and the result was that the
lack of co-ordination on the part of
the pole, the needle and the young
surveyor left out a strip of 960 acres
of land, known to this day among the
cognoscenti as the ‘‘Hamilton
Wedge, |
A citizen of Randolph County, ‘‘the
colony of low cunning, swooped
down upon it like a hawk on g chick-
en and grabbed it, anq it made

of the prettiest lawsuits Lthat men ev-
er waged oy Lhe (ex('il,vnwnl of it
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All these years the faithful com- #°
pass had been ‘‘where thou goest I
will go,”” and the result was that the
lack of co-ordination on the part of
the pole, the needle and the young
surveyor left out a strip of 960 acres
of land, known to this day among the
cognoscenti as the “'H amilton
Wedge.”’ :

A citizen of Randolph County, ~the
colony of low cunning,’’ swooped
down upon it likea hawk on a chick-
en and grabbed it, and it made one
of the prettiest lawsuits that men ev-
er waged for the excitement of if.

The old Richard Smyth 31,000
acres fell into different hands and

with all the vicissitudes of the old

time land grabbers, the taxes were

rrmtr neglected enough to subject it
| ;:r ell“nre. It would g0 through
sherifl's gales and | '
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lcolnny of low cunning,’” swooped )}
down upon it like a hawk on a chick-
en and grabbed it, and it made one
of the prettiest lawsuits that men ev-
er waged for the excitement of it.

The old Richard Smyth 31,000
acres fell into different hands and
with all the vicissitudes of the old
time Jand grabbers, the taxes were
not neglected enough to subject it
forfeiture. It would go through
sheriff’s sales and be bought in by
syndicates and so, but to make it
plain plain to you, there is a priv-
ity in such a such a sale with the de-
linquent ancestor that does not ap-
pear in a sale as forfeited land.

Thus in some faiths the hope of
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But there was one weakness about
the 31,000 acres that did somethingﬁ
to keep the owners from being too
proud, and that was the fact that the
beginning corner called for a cypress.
Now the cypress tree grows
the swamps along the coasts.
It is an evergreen. It is never found
in the mountains at an altitude of
3.000 feet. So a cypress has never
been found, though many a learned
lawyer and many a shrewd surveyor
has wondered where it could be. If

found it might upset some perfectly
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Be that as it may, no cypress,
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But we started to talk of the Cold
& Barren aspect of the Coal & Iron
country. Where those great lumber
operations were a few years ago there
is now the wornout look that may be
seen in the abandoned Ilumber lands
of Pennsylvania. We used to think
that the old tobacco lands of Tucka-
hoe were about the most desolate, but
the Fur Fork can now be compared
to them. That country always look-
ed stern and wild. It now looksstern
and wild and naked.
It should be noted that Durbin has
improved about a thousand percent,
like a surviver prospering on the de-
parture of competitors. Durbin is
vastly citified and Marlinton must
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